ERIC GRIEGO MONTOYA PhD
  ericgriego66@unm.edu
EDUCATION

Doctorate in Political Science 2021.  University of New Mexico. Dissertation: “Recruitment Machines, Community Power and Political Return on Investment (PROI):  

Economic Development Policy in the Age of Amazon.”   

Masters in Political Science, 2017.  University of New Mexico.  Field Paper: “Social Determinants and Local Economic Development Policy.”
Masters in Public Management, University of Maryland, 1991. Project Paper: “U.S. Negotiating Objectives in the Automotive Sector in the NAFTA.” Class Salutatorian/Speaker.  

Bachelor of Arts in Government and Journalism, New Mexico State University, 1989.  

Certificate,  Summer Program on Contemporary Mexico, El Colegio de Mexico, 1990.

Certificate, Summer Institute in Public Policy, University of Washington, 1988.  

Languages: Fluent in Spanish

TEACHING/LECTURES
Adjunct Professor/Lecturer: University of New Mexico.  Department of Political Science January 2018 – present and School of Architecture and Community and Regional Planning. and August 2024 – present.  Courses taught:  Public Policy and Administration; Economic Development Policy and Politics; Democracy, Community and Economic Development; Public Policy and Management in Local Government; Community Change in a Global Era; Community Economics for Planners.
Fulbright Scholar and Visiting Fellow: Creativity, Innovation and Urban Transformation (CRIT) Research Group, University of Barcelona, Catalonia, Spain.  August 2023 – April 2024.  Conduct and present field research on Social and Solidarity Economy (SSE) policy and politics as part of a multi-disciplinary team.   Participate in research projects, lectures and present research at conferences. 

Lecturer: University of New Mexico Honors Program: September 2000 - 2003.  Organized and taught seminar course "Global Trade and Social Issues" focusing on the international trading system and issues such as human rights, labor rights and the environment.
Lecturer: University of Texas at Dallas, Lecturer.  January 1996 - December 1998. Taught graduate and undergraduate courses in international labor, international trade and international business issues in School of Management and Graduate School of Social Sciences.

Visiting Lecturer: Universidad Autonoma de Nuevo Leon, Monterrey, Mexico.. January 1996 – December 1998.  Taught quarterly graduate seminar in business school on international labor and trade issues in North America.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Strategic Consultant: August 2012 – present.

Principal and founder of strategic consulting practice advising private, non-profit and public sector clients on local economic and community development, internal and external organizational development, research/policy and communications.  

Assistant Chief of Staff for Policy/Director of Outreach and Engagement: Office of Albuquerque Mayor Time Keller.  December 2021-June 30, 2022.

Serve as a senior advisor and help lead the mayor’s policy, research and government affairs initiatives including affordable housing, sustainability, economic development, and public safety.  

State Director: New Mexico Working Families Party.  August 2016 – April 2021.

Establish and lead state chapter of national organization that recruits, trains, and helps elect candidates for local, state and national office.  Lead policy, legislative and communications efforts on local, state, and national public policy initiatives related to economic, social and racial justice.  Supervise full time, part time and contract staff related to campaigns, organizing and advocacy statewide.  

Fellow: Robert Wood Johnson Center for Health Policy and Center for Social Policy. August 2014 – May 2019. Doctoral researcher in political science focusing on economic development policy, social determinants of health and early childhood education.  

State Senator: New Mexico State Senate.  January 2009 – December 2012.

Represent residents in two counties, including several municipalities, two Land Grant communities and one Native American Pueblo.  Member of the Judiciary and Public Affairs Committees. 

Executive Director: New Mexico Voices for Children. July 2007 – October 2011.

Led a non-partisan, non-profit research, policy, advocacy organization focusing on working families and children, fiscal and health policy with a staff of 15 and an annual budget of $1.5 million.  Spearheaded “Kids First” health care initiative to expand Medicaid funding for children; “Invest in Kids Now” initiative to pass a constitutional amendment for long-term sustainable funding for early care and education; and “Better Choices” revenue campaign that became a model for state-based fiscal advocacy efforts during recent state budget crisis. 

Assistant Cabinet Secretary: New Mexico Economic Development Department. November 2005 – July 2007. Governor Richardson senior appointee overseeing the state’s community development and small business development initiatives.   Manage staff of 25 FTE and 15 contractors and budget of $2 million.  Oversaw MainStreet program, Certified Communities program, tribal redevelopment initiatives.  Worked with state and local officials across the state on projects ranging from affordable housing to downtown redevelopment to addressing transitional housing.  

City Councilman: Albuquerque City Council. December 2001 – December 2005.

Represented District 3 residents in the university, downtown, westside and surrounding areas.  Vice President, 2003-2004; Chairman of the Finance and Government Operations Committee 2002.  Sponsored legislation creating a smart growth policy for the city, public financing for local elections, an Office of Inspector General, and a long-term revenue stream for prevention and treatment programs for children and families.  While on Council, served as President of state municipal league representing the state’s 102 incorporated municipalities.  Led downtown redevelopment efforts, homeless and transitional housing initiatives and regional economic development efforts.  

President and Co-Founder. Engaging Communication, LLC. June 2001 – November 2005.

Co-Founded and managed small public affairs consulting firm with public and private clients.  Services provided included public and media relations, political consulting and government relations.  Major clients included national environmental non-profits, labor unions, Indian Tribes, and campaigns for local and state elected officials, including State Land Commissioner and state legislature. 
PUBLICATIONS/MANUSCRIPTS/REPORTS

“Institutional and Policy Resilience in the Face of Local Electoral Changes – the Case of the Social and Solidarity Economy in Barcelona.” Accepted for publication to international journal pending final publication January 2025.

“Recruitment Machines, Community Power and Political Return on Investment (PROI):  

Economic Development Policy in the Age of Amazon.”  Dissertation for Doctorate in Political Science.  University of New Mexico. December 2021.  Chapters in revision for submission and publication in 2025.

“Culture, Policy and Capital: Overcoming Collective Action Challenges in Worker Owned Cooperatives in the Basque Country.” Prepared for Midwest Political Science Association Conference, April 2018.  
“New Landscapes of a Majority-Minority State: Politics, Economy, Health, and Well Being in New Mexico Highlights from a Statewide Survey.” with Cirila Estela Vazquez Guzman, Melina Juárez, Kristina Piorkowski, and Brooke Abrams.  Robert Wood Johnson Center for Health Policy.  January 2017.

 “Social Determinants of Health and Local Economic Development.” with Christine Hollis.  White Paper for RWJF Convening on Social Determinants and Local Economic Development.  October 2017.
“Early Childhood in New Mexico: An Overview.” Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Center for Health Policy.  April 2015.   

“International Labor Standards and Hemispheric Integration: Evaluating the North American Experience.” Secretariat of the Commission for Labor Cooperation
Prepared for delivery at the 1998 meeting of the Latin American Studies Association,

Chicago, IL. September 1998.

Plant Closings and Labor Rights: The Effects of Sudden Plant Closings on Freedom of Association and the Right to Organize in Canada, Mexico and the United States. With John McKennirey, Lance Compa and Leoncio Lara, Dallas, Texas, Secretariat of the Commission for Labor Cooperation, 1997.

L’Accord nord-américain de coopération dans le domaine du travail (ANACT): Bilan et perspectives. With Dalil Maschino; Le Marché du Travail, April 1997.

The Labor Dimension of the NAFTA: Reflections on the First Year. With Dr. Jorge Perez-Lopez , Arizona Journal of International and Comparative Law, Volume 12, Number 2, 1995.

La Economia Subterranea en los Estados Unidos. With Jorge Perez-Lopez and Greg Schoepfle, Secretaria del Trabajo y Previsión Social, Coordinación General de Estudios y Estadisticas, Mexico City, 1993.

The Underground Economy in the United States. With Dr. Greg Schoepfle and Dr. Jorge Perez-Lopez, Bureau of International Labor Affairs, U.S. Department of Labor, Washington D.C. 1992.

Various guest columns on issues ranging from immigration to Middle East policy in the Weekly Alibi, Albuquerque Journal, NM Politics blog, Democracy for New Mexico blog and various other local media outlets, 2002-present.

National Guest Columns

Huffington Post: “Ryan’s War on Seniors” May 9, 2012.

US News and World Report “Ryan Budget a Blueprint for Republicans’ Electoral Defeat in 2012” March 23, 2012.

Huffington Post: “Citizens Overturned: New Mexico Reclaims its Rights” February 14, 2012.

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

“The Social and Solidarity Economy in Barcelona: An Overview” Prepared for the Fulbright Mediterranean Research Seminar.  Alicante, Spain. November 2024.  

“Morocco and Spain Side by Side: An Economic, Infrastructure and Political Overview.” Prepared for the Fulbright Crossing the Straight Seminar.  Cordoba, Spain. April 2024.
“The Social and Solidarity Economy in Barcelona: Institutional and Policy Resilience and Local Politics.”  Prepared for the International Sustainability Conference, Economic, Social and Cultural Section.  Aveiro, Portugal.  January 2024.

“City-Level Alternative Economic Development Policies: the Case of Albuquerque, NM.”  Prepared for New Economy Coalition National Conference.  St. Louis, MO.  June 2018.

“Culture, Policy and Capital: Overcoming Collective Action Challenges in Worker Owned Cooperatives in the Basque Country.” Prepared for Midwest Political Science Association Conference. Chicago, IL.  April 2018.

“Municipalísmo y localísmo: Desarollando economías locales Fuertes.” Prepared for Fearless Cities Conference.  Barcelona, Spain.  June 2017.

“A Rising Tide Lifts All Boats (and other bad poverty metaphors).”  Prepared for the National Association of Community Organizations Annual Conference.  Albuquerque, NM.  2017.

“Descriptive and Substantive Representation in New Mexico Politics.”  Prepared for the South by Southwest Annual Conference.  Albuquerque, NM 2016.  

MEDIA APPEARANCES
KNME/PBS New Mexico In Focus Weekly Public Affairs Show:  Regular guest commentator January 2013 – present.

CNN Interview “Can They Occupy Congress Too?” November 21, 2011.

Young Turks Interview: “Should Wall Street Bankers Who Broke the Law be Jailed?” May 

18, 2012.

Numerous guest appearances on public affairs programming on local NPR, NBC and PBS affiliates.

AWARDS/FELLOWSHIPS

Fulbright Scholar and Visiting Research Fellow, University of Barcelona, 2023-2024.

Fellow, Robert Wood Johnson Center for Health Policy and Center for Social Policy,   University of New Mexico, 2014-2019
Fellow, Business Alliance for Local Living Economies, 2014-2016

Fellow, WK Kellogg Evaluation Lab, University of New Mexico, 2015-2016

LAII Field Research Fellowship, Cuenca, Ecuador 2015

NM Senate “El Pueblo” Award for outstanding championing of working families. 2012
Public Campaigns National Leadership Award, 2004 (For Passage of Public Financing for Albuquerque elections).

New Mexico Business Weekly, “40 Under 40” Most Influential New Mexicans, 2002

Secretary of Labor’s Exceptional Achievement Award, 1993, 1995

Salutatorian, Graduate School of Public Affairs, University of Maryland 1991

CIBER Research Fellow, Mexico City, 1991

Presidential Management Fellow, Washington, DC 1991-93

Ford International Fellow, Buenos Aires, Argentina 1990-91

APPAM Sloan Fellow, University of Washington, 1989-1990

PROFESSIONAL/COMMUNITY APPOINTMENTS
National Board of Directors, Good Jobs First 2010-present.

Mayor-Elect Tim Keller’s Transition Team, 2017

Ex-Officio and Board Member, Railyards Advisory Board, 2014-2020.

Board of Directors, Barelas Community Coalition, 2016-2021.

Board of Directors, Street Food Institute, 2017-2020 and 2024 to present.
Board of Directors, The Grants Collective, Non-Profit Grantwriting Co-Op. 2015-2020.

National Board of Trustees, Voices for America’s Children 2010-2011.

Board of Directors, Common Cause New Mexico 2005-2008.

Board of Directors, Conservation Voters New Mexico 2006-2008.

National Kids Count Steering Committee, Annie E. Casey Foundation.  2008 – 2010. 

New Mexico State Economic Development Commission, January 2003 – 2005.

Chairman, 2004-2005.

New Mexico State Municipal League, 2001 – 2005. President , 2005.
Hispanic Elected Local Officials, December 2002 – December 2005.

Governing Board Vice President, Amy Biehl High School, February 2000 – August 2002.

COMMUNITY AND CONSULTING PROJECTS

Research and Policy Consultant, Bernalillo County Commission, 2023-present.
Strategic Advisor, Center for Civic Policy, 2023-present.

Consultant, Center for Civic Action, 2021-2022.

Co-Founder and Steering Committee Member, Sustainable Equitable and Economic Democracy (SEED) of New Mexico 2021

Volunteer Organizer and Co-Founder, Albuquerque Railyards Market 2014-2017

Co-Founder and Consultant, Cooperative Catalyst of New Mexico 2018

Co-Founder and Consultant, Street Food Institute 2015-2019

Co-Organizer, Barelas Main Street Program 2016

Consultant, Bernalillo County “Food Forward” local food economy initiative 2013

Consultant, Banking on New Mexico, Public Bank Initiative 2014

Consultant, Simon Charitable Foundation, Leadership and Economic Development, Street Food Institute, and Simon Scholars Program 2014-2017
Consultant, McCune Foundation 2013-2014, Food Economy Project

Consultant, Friends of Valle del Oro Urban Refuge, 2014

